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OPENING NIGHT
Next Meeting ..... Wednesday, September 16, 2026

Where: Pollo Rico Latin Bistro, Centereach, NY

Topic: You Want How Many Samples? What working across research
cultures (and international borders) taught me about being a scientist.

Speaker: Natalia Brizuela Colmenares, SBU/MSCE/CTSR

Social hour ... 6:00 pm Dinner ... 7:00 pm Meeting ... 8:00 pm

Members ... $30 Guests ... $30 Students ... $15
(New and recently transferred-in members free)

Reservations appreciated — contact Dan Migliorino
at MigliorinoDan@gmail.com or 516-468-9615

Pollo Rico is located at 2435 Middle Country Road (Rte. 25),
Centereach. Probably the simplest way to get there from the LIE is to
take Exit 62 (Nicolls Road) and go north on CR 97 (towards Stony
Brook). Continue north for about 3 miles then take the exit to Rte. 25.
At the traffic signals at the end of the ramp go left and head west
(Smithtown). The restaurant will appear after about 1.5 miles, on the
right side of the highway. Their telephone number is 631-471-0585.
Their website is: http://www.polloricolatinbistro.com/
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Topic
What does it mean to be a “good scientist” when the rules of research change from one
laboratory to another? Drawing from research experiences in different countries and both
academic and industry-driven environments, this talk explores how funding, resources,
research culture, and scientific goals shape the way we approach problems. From learning to
extract as much information as possible from a handful of samples to working with
advanced facilities and, eventually, tackling industry-driven questions, each environment
taught me a different way of doing science. A reflection on how working across different
research cultures broadens the scientific toolbox and how different research approaches can
ultimately complement one another.

Speaker

Natalia Brizuela Colmenares, Ph.D. is a Materials Scientist and Postdoctoral Researcher at Stony Brook
University’s Center for Thermal Spray Research. She received her Ph.D. and M.S. in Materials Science
from CINVESTAV in Mexico and her B.S. in Molecular Engineering and Nanotechnology from
Universidad de las Américas Puebla. Her research focuses on advanced materials processing and thermal
spray technologies for aerospace, energy, and other demanding applications. She is a published author and
has presented her research at several national and international conferences.

Beyond her research, Natalia is passionate about building scientific communities and mentoring the next
generation of materials scientists. She is a co-founder and board member of Women in Thermal Spray
(WiTS), an organization focused on mentorship, networking, and leadership development for women
entering the thermal spray field. Previously, she co-founded and served as Chair of the Mexican Student
Chapter of the American Ceramic Society, where she helped organize academic seminars, technical
training, networking, and community-building events for graduate students.
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Get more ASM info in your email-box:
https://www.asminternational.org/asm-news/newsletters/
or

in your web-browser as webinars:
https://www.asminternational.org/asm-news/webinars/

or
via their/our own social media:
https://connect.asminternational.org/
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ASM now has an active on-line forum called “ASM Online Member
. You can join by going to:
https://www.asminternational.org/communities
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Long Island Chapter Meeting Schedule

Wed. Oct 21, 2026 Matt May, payton T Brown

Engineering du jour

Pollo Rico restaurant
Mon. Nov 16, 2026 Student Nite, Senior Design
Rm301, Engineering Bldg
Stony Brook University
Wed. Dec 9, 2026 Joel Hurowitz, SBU/Geo
Mars Materials

Metro NY-NJ Chapter

www.asminternational.org/web/metro-nynj-chapter

Ensuring Certainty

STRUERS
DELIVERS...

Powerful Equipment
High-Quality Consumat
Intelligent Support
Outstanding Service
Contact Struers Account Represer

Luca Servino at +14403818786
luca.servino@struers.com
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Commack, NY 11725

EXTEC

High quality, precision supplies & equipment
for: Cutting - Mounting « Grinding « Polishing

Order online today at WWW.EXTEC.COM

See the new Extec®Labcut 5000 Advanced Composite
Plate Saw Series at www.labcut5000.com

2026-2027 CHAPTER OFFICERS

Chairman
Jim Quinn - (631) 632-6663, Stony Brook University

Vice Chairman
Ken Trelewicz - (631) 244-6238, MatEcon, Inc.

Secretary
Mike Guggenheim — (631) 643-6792
Long Island Testing Lab., Inc.

Treasurer
Peter Indrigo (631) 689-2186, Unitron, retired

Assstant Treasurer
Dan Migliorino, BNL/NSLS
(516) 468-9615

Executive Committee Members

Brian Bick, Stony Brook University

Konrad Kozdra, EQAService LLC
(631) 870-8557

Greg Smith, Rimkus

Rao Tipirneni, Long Island Testing Laboratories Inc.
(631) 643-6792,

James Waldvogel, retired Waldvogel Metallurgical Inc.
(516) 564-7839

ADVISORY
Biays Bowerman - (631) 344-2946
Brookhaven National Laboratory, retired




